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The world of Maria Pia Oliveira’s work gravitates around material/non-material, 
metamorphosis, the ephemeral and the dreamlike. Predominantly presented through 
photographic supports, this does not represent the essence of her work, but rather 
encapsulates the element of mediation between the creative act of the artist and the 
register. Clouds frequently inhabit the purity of her sculptural installations. It is an idyllic 
universe, where the real is constructed and deconstructed. This aspect of nature was 
abundantly photographed by the precursor of modern photography, Alfred Stieglitz. Clouds 
fascinated him, and he recorded them on numerous occasions. Their content allows us to 
go on a journey of interpretation in multiple directions: from swift changes on windy days to 
near stillness on calm ones; from monstrous silhouettes to shapes emanating tranquility. 
 
Maria Pia’s work invites us to go on a metamorphic journey, beginning with the embryo of 
forms until arriving at the register of the final work in which, frequently, the artist includes 
herself. If the clouds take us back to a state of purity, of levitation, of sky, synonyms of 
paradise and well-being; by making herself part of her own work, the artist apparently also 
wants to be part of those spiritual states. The expression “being on cloud nine” signifies 
pleasure, tranquility. These diaphanous bodies, however, inhabitants of an apparently 
celestial world, can drift far away from the paradise with which they are normally 
associated. The calm sky, represented on the BUMBA DVD by a white cloud, is faced by 
a black one, a synonym for storm. This confrontation, which we interpret as a metaphor of 
the world we live in, finds no winner among those directly involved, but rather in a third 
element foreign to the initial context. 
In QUEDA LIVRE, a work depicting the ascension and death of a cloud, we are taken 
back, through the soundtrack, to Apocalypse Now, reminded of the deadly power that 
comes from the skies. 
 
The Bum ... project enables us, to some extent, to find other interpretations of Maria Pia 
Oliveira’s artistic development. The artist’s work is not completely in debt to the 
romanticism of an idyllic universe, where the purity of the image plays with the 
predominant action. No, in this group of images and projections Maria Pia reveals, through 
her intelligent use of the richness of metaphor, how a dream can become a nightmare. 
 
           Rui Prata 
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